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(54) DRAYING METHOD FOR VESSEL AND DRYER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To expedite draining of 
liquid remaining in a vessel containing radioactive 
heating solid out of the vessel by suppressing 
temperature rise of the radioactive heating solid. 
SOLUTION: Helium gas supplied to the upper end of 
a spent fuel Container vessel 1 containing spent fuel 
assemblies, is heated by the heat generating from the 
spent fuel assemblies. The heated helium gas heats 
water existing in the spent fuel container vessel 1 to 
steam. By driving a vacuum pump 9, the exhaust gas 
as a mixture gas of helium gas and steam in the 
spent fuel container vessel 1 is exhausted out of the 
spent fuel container vessel 1 . Steam included in the 
exhaust gas is removed in a cold trap 8. Since water 

is heated by the helium gas heated by the heat generating from the spent fuel assemblies, 
exhaust capacity of steam can be increased and drying time in the spent fuel container 
vessel 1 is drastically shortened. 
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